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GUIDED READING The Americas, West Africa, 
and Europe

A. As you read about the cultures of the Americas, West Africa, and Europe, fill out
the chart below by writing notes that describe the achievements of those cultures.

B. On the back of this paper, define and explain the significance of the following:

Beringia land bridge Anasazi Pueblo
Songhai Reformation caravel

Achievements

1. Ancient Americans

2. Native Americans

3. West Africans

4. Europeans
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SKILLBUILDER PRACTICE Interpreting Maps
The North American continent in the 1400s was rich with Native American cultures.
The map on page 7 of your textbook provides information about the names of the
peoples, where they lived, and with whom they traded. To learn as much as you
can from this map, study the legend, the compass rose, and the scale of the map.
Then answer the questions below. (See Skillbuilder Handbook, p. R25.)

1. What region did the Pawnee live in? _____________________________________________________

How do you know? ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

2. Name two nations that probably traded with the Cherokee. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

3. What peoples inhabited the area that became California? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

4. Locate the easternmost trade route, which runs from the southern tip of what is 

now Florida north to the Wampanoag territory. How long, in miles, was this route? ________________

How did you measure the distance? ______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

5. Name three groups shown on the map that lived outside the present-day boundaries of the United

States. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

6. If the Zuni had followed a major trade route, how far, in miles, would they have 

traveled to get to the Pacific coast?________________________________________________________

7. What direction and about how far would Chinook people have traveled to get to 

Arapaho country?______________________________________________________________________

Do you think it’s likely that the Chinook would have traveled there? Why or
why not? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Section 1

REVIEW
CHAPTER

1

aran-0101ir  11/19/01  12:05 PM  Page 14



Exploration and the Colonial Era 17

©
M

cD
ou

ga
l L

itt
el

l I
nc

.A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

Name Date

RETEACHING ACTIVITY The Americas, West Africa,
and Europe

Evaluating

Write T in the blank if the statement is true. If the statement is false, write F in the blank and then write the
corrected statement on the line below.

_____ 1. The Pueblo settled in the valley of Mexico during the 1200s and developed a thriving and
sophisticated civilization.

____________________________________________________________________

_____ 2. Native Americans believed that land was for sharing and that no one could own it.

____________________________________________________________________

_____ 3. The kingdoms of Africa had had little contact with the outside world on the eve of European
exploration.

____________________________________________________________________

_____ 4. European society in the 1400s was based on a strict social hierarchy, and few people rose above
the social position of their birth.

____________________________________________________________________

_____ 5. The Crusades was a series of military expeditions to convert all Native Americans to Christianity.

____________________________________________________________________

_____ 6. The four major nations that emerged in Europe during the 1400s were Portugal, Spain, France,
and Germany. 

____________________________________________________________________

_____ 7. European monarchs supported overseas exploration because they needed to find new sources of
wealth to support their growing armies and administrative bureaucracies.

____________________________________________________________________

_____ 8. The English led the way for European exploration by first rounding the southern tip of Africa
and later reaching India.

____________________________________________________________________
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PRIMARY SOURCE from The Iroquois Constitution
In the 15th century, five separate nations of Iroquois—Mohawk, Seneca, Cayuga,
Oneida, and Onondaga—united to form the League of Five Nations. The purpose
of the Iroquois League was to end internal warfare and to form a strong alliance
against outside enemies. To further their goals, the league created a constitu-
tion, called the Great Binding Law, that consisted of 117 individual laws and cus-
toms governing all aspects of life—from self-government and war to family rela-
tionships, religion, symbolism, and burial rites. In the following excerpt, the
speaker Dekanawidah is the great Mohawk leader credited with establishing the
Great Peace among the nations. He speaks to Adodarhoh, leader of the
Onondaga. In this English translation, the term Lord means “chief.”

Section 1

REVIEW
CHAPTER

1

1 I am Dekanawidah and with the Five Nations’
Confederate Lords I plant the Tree of the Great
Peace. I plant it in your territory, Adodarhoh, and
the Onondaga Nation, in the territory of you who
are Firekeepers.

I name the tree the Tree of the Great Long
Leaves. Under the shade of this Tree of the Great
Peace we spread the soft white feathery down of
the globe thistle as seats for you, Adodarhoh, and
your cousin Lords.

We place you upon those seats, spread soft with
the feathery down of the globe thistle, there
beneath the shade of the spreading branches of the
Tree of Peace. There shall you sit and watch the
Council Fire of the Confederacy of the Five Nations,
and all the affairs of the Five Nations shall be
transacted at this place before you, Adodarhoh, and
your cousin Lords, by the Confederate Lords of the
Five Nations.

2 Roots have spread out from the Tree of the
Great Peace, one to the north, one to the east, one
to the south and one to the west. The name of
these roots is The Great White Roots and their
nature is Peace and Strength.

If any man or any nation outside the Five
Nations shall obey the laws of the Great Peace and
make known their disposition to the Lords of the
Confederacy, they may trace the Roots to the Tree
and if their minds are clean and they are obedient
and promise to obey the wishes of the Confederate
Council, they shall be welcomed to take shelter
beneath the Tree of the Long Leaves.

We place at the top of the Tree of the Long
Leaves an Eagle who is able to see afar. If he sees
in the distance any evil approaching or any danger
threatening he will at once warn the people of the
Confederacy. . . .

6 I, Dekanawidah, appoint the Mohawk Lords
the heads and the leaders of the Five Nations

Confederacy. The Mohawk Lords are the founda-
tion of the Great Peace and it shall, therefore, be
against the Great Binding Law to pass measures in
the Confederate Council after the Mohawk Lords
have protested against them.

No council of the Confederate Lords shall be
legal unless all the Mohawk Lords are present. . . .

9 All the business of the Five Nations Con-
federate Council shall be conducted by the two
combined bodies of Confederate Lords. First the
question shall be passed upon by the Mohawk and
Seneca Lords, then it shall be discussed and passed
by the Oneida and Cayuga Lords. Their decisions
shall then be referred to the Onondaga Lords
(Firekeepers) for final judgment.

The same process shall obtain when a question
is brought before the council by an individual or a
War Chief. 

from Arthur C. Parker, The Constitution of the Five Nations
or the Iroquois Book of the Great Law (New York State
Museum Bulletin). Reprinted in William N. Fenton, ed.,
Parker on the Iroquois (Syracuse, N. Y.: Syracuse University
Press, 1968), 30–60.

Discussion Questions
1. The Tree of the Great Peace has both literal and

figurative meanings. Discuss some of the things
it might symbolize to the Iroquois.

2. What advantages do you think the Iroquois
gained by establishing the constitution? What
disadvantages, if any, might there have been?

3. Some historians claim that the Iroquois constitu-
tion had an influence on the U.S. Constitution.
Look briefly at the beginning of the U.S.
Constitution on pages 84–85 in your textbook
and discuss some similarities and differences
between the two constitutions.
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